International
Council for Laboratory Animal Science (ICLAS) The 1987 meeting of the Governing Board will take place on 25-26 May and will be followed by a Scientific Meeting on The non-human primates as experimental models and possible alternative methods, commencing 27 May.
The first announcement of the 9th Scientific Symposium -Laboratory animals and health for us all -in Bangkok, Thailand, in January 1988 has been circulated to members and representatives. The General Assembly will be held in the week of 11 January, in conjunction with the symposium. A special session co-sponsored by ICLAS on
Laboratory animals as models in biomedical research
will take place at the 3rd FELASA Symposium in June.
Additional information about any of these events may be obtained from G. J. R. Hovell, Secretary General ICLAS, do Department of Physiology, Parks Road, Oxford OX1 3PT, UK.
Biological Council: 3rd Symposium on Biotechnology, Monday-Tuesday, 14-15 December 1987 (The Mid· dlesex Hospital Medical School, London, UK) The Biological Council exists to encourage cooperation among the biological societies of the UK. At present there are over 100 affiliated societies.
For the past two years the Biological Council has organized an annual symposium within the multidisciplinary field of biotechnology. This year's theme is Hazards of biotechnology: real or imaginary. The first day will be concerned with the general assessment of the current situation and examples of particular applications and their implications. Day two will concentrate on the assessment of real hazards and appropriate counter measures, including the role of toxicology in defining real and potential hazards.
LASA members will be notified of further details in the newsletter.
Reviews
Laboratory animals: laboratory animal models for domestic animal production. World Animal Science, This book is part of a series entitled World Animal Science which reviews the use of laboratory animals in understanding the pathological and physiological processes relevant to animal production and its products such as procreation, breeding, health, meat, milk, wool, leather etc.
As the title suggests, the authors are from many countries, but nonetheless the editors have achieved a comprehensive volume covering some aspects of laboratory animal science that were previously scattered in the literature.
Chapter 1 of the book covers breeding, housing and care of laboratory animals including physiological data with emphasis on nutritional and microbiological factors in the environment. Chapters 2-7 cover specific topics including genetics and breeding, the gastrointestinal tract, its microflora, and immunological functioning, the endocrine system and its interrelationship with the immune system. Finally Chapters 8-11 present comparative studies in which laboratory animals are used as genetic, nutritional, growth and disease models for domestic animals. This book is clearly written with adequate tables, diagrams and photographs to illustrate particular points. Printing and textual errors are very infrequent and minor. The references at the end of each chapter are extensive.
The majority of this book was written before 1980; consequently some of the material is now out of date. In Chapter 1 reference is made to the fourth edition of the UFA W Handbook when we understand that publication of the sixth edition is imminent. Similarly, in the same chapter the recommended cage dimensions for various species are those from the Institute of Laboratory Animal Resources 1973, which are less generous than the more recent Council of Europe Appendix A or the UFA W/Royal Society Guidelines. Not surprisingly the chapters on immunology are already somewhat dated with no reference to monoclonal or antiidiotypic antibodies and other recent developments. Not all information becomes dated so quickly; for example the book contains data on genetic linkage, physiological values and reproductive parameters that are unlikely to change.
Eventually the World Animal Science series will include 33 volumes and could become a major work of reference if it can be kept up to date. Despite its size and cost this book is not encyclopaedic and many scientists will prefer to buy smaller more specialized books that contain recent information.
T. Sharpe It is timely and convenient to have a well-written, well-produced volume which considers a wide range of material relevant to the issues. The book should help to alleviate the ignorance of many scientists about the physiological, behavioural and psychological effects of commonly used husbandry practices and experimental procedures.
There are many detailed examples. Behavioural scientists are often ignorant of the physiological effects of such procedures as water deprivation, whereas physiologists are often ignorant about the psychological effects of social isolation among different species of complex mammals such as monkeys.
There is also a long and clearly presented discussion of the arguments involved in 'animal rights'.
Dr Fox has strong views about the ethics of animal husbandry practices and the scientifically relevant use of animals in research. Indeed, that was his main motivation for presenting the monograph. He has stated his objections to what he regards as unnecessary and inhumane, for example, in a characteristically forthright and graphic manner. There are many who will welcome the exposition of such views in a scientific context, especially in the hope that credence will be added to demands for changes in legislation, and a plea for greater awareness of our responsibilities to living material of other species.
It would be a pity, however, if this volume came to be regarded solely as a 'welfare book'. Much of the material is important information which is relevant to all of us who use laboratory animals and are concerned with the validity of their research.
British readers will note that our new Animal (Scientific Procedures) Act 1986 has alleviated some of the problems which Dr Fox is especially critical about in American institutions, but his book stands as a sound contribution to laboratory animal science including animal welfare.
H. O. Box
